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Insurance Update 

Helpful Time And Money Saving Strategies For Home and Business! 

A Monthly Newsletter For The Friends and Clients of Meschter Insurance Group  

Simplify Your Life. . .Starting Today!  DECEMBER 2009 

¶ Automobile  

¶ Home  

¶ Renters 

¶ Motorcycle  

¶ Rental Property 

¶ Secondary Dwelling 

¶ Life  

¶ Commercial Auto 

¶ General Liability  

¶ Workers Comp 

¶ Umbrella  

¶ Directors & Officers  

¶ Business 

¶ Restaurant Insurance 

¶ Contractors Insurance  

¶ Professional Offices 

¶ Retail Stores 

¶ Strip Shopping Center 

¶ Apartment Building  

Do You Know Your òStuff?ó  

Going South for the Winter? 
Here are a few things to remember before you head south this winter. 

Å Put a few lights in your home on timers and have them come on for a few hours in the evening. 

Å Have someone check on the home at least twice a week. Just to make sure everything is OK. 

Å Have your snow removed while you are away. Not only for safety, but it looks as if your are home. 

Å Stop newspaper and flyer delivery to your home while you are gone. 

¶ Most importantly enjoy the warm weather at your destination and have a great time. 

Have you lived in your house/

condo/apartment for a long time? 

Have you recently made any         

purchases like a flat screen TV or 

artwork? When was the last time 

you actually looked around your 

space and thought about what it 

would cost to replace your                

possessions? Sure, you have       

insuranceébut is it enough? 

While it's important to protect the 

contents of your home ππ through 

alarm systems and adequate            

insurance ππ it's also vital to know 

exactly what you are protecting.  

No home protection system is 

complete without a complete  

inventory. Imagine, for a moment, 

that one day soon you come home 

to find your residence engulfed in 

flames. 

You have insurance for the home 

and its contents, but...what would 

you do if you had to produce an 

accurate inventory for insurance 

purposes? The best answer would 

be that you already have one, 

which is in a safety deposit box or 

at your work or with a relative. If 

you donôt, here's a guide to            

making an inventory: 

Go to www.knowyourstuff.org. 

This very easy to use software 

program by the Insurance                 

Information Institute can be 

downloaded and does it all for 

you. Or, follow these steps and do 

it yourself: 

1. Start with one room. (You eat 

an elephant one bite at a time, you 

can do your inventory one room at 

a time!) Donôt get overwhelmed, 

have a family member get          

involved. 

2. Sit down and make a list. Then 

go back and include serial                  

numbers,  model numbers,                  

estimated value, estimated       

replacement cost (go window 

shopping or search the internet to 

see what the cost would be)  

3. Make notes about items. Family 

heirlooms? A special gift that 

canôt be replaced? Has it been 

appraised? List that information. 

Especially for jewelry, furs, unusual 

items. Where did you get it? 

4. Take pictures or videos. If you 

donôt have a digital camera,            

borrow one from someone who 

does. Consider video taping each 

room. You might even consider 

filming a family member talking 

about unique items. If you have 

hard copy photos, scan them and 

burn onto a disc. 

5. If you need some help with the 

appraisal process, please do not 

hesitate to call us. We are more 

than happy to help you with this. 

6. Make several copies of your  

inventory. The website referenced 

at the beginning of the article           

actually has disc storage available. 

Or give the person who has a copy 

of your will a copy of your              

inventory. Trade copies with a 

trusted friend or relative. And, of 

course, put a copy in your bank 

box. 

7. Update as needed.  

Disasters cause enough worry. 

Remembering what kind of 

ñStuffò you had should not be one 

of them. 

Are You Covered? 
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Your #1 Protection Team 

Welcome To 
New Friends,  

Thank You  
For Referrals  

Joseph Marcello  
Anthony Tecce  
Michelle Maiale  

Lisa Brown  

Lisa Mumper  
Dan Zimmerman  

Glenn Edla  

Diana Trach  

Lisa Brown  

2009 Referral    

October Winner 

Lisa               
Mumper 

Remember, there is NO limit to the 

number of people you refer or the 

number of times your name can be 

entered to win - multiple referrals 

count as multiple chances to win!   

Refer Today And Next Monthõs 

Winner Could Be You! 

Your Protection and Peace of Mind Is Our Only Business 

Thanks to all our clients who referred 
their family, friends and co -workers to 

our agency for their insurance.  

Bob Lynch  

Lisa Cione  

Charles Blue  

Stephanie Hol-

brook  

Arnold Snyder  

Michael Tecce  

Patricia Sandford  

As a client of 

Meschter Insurance  

for 33 years, we 

actually filed our first 

claim in September. 

Their claim service is 

excellent, bridging the 

gap between us and our 

claims adjuster  with any 

questions or problems we 

had. Everything  went 

smoothly, efficiently , 

and quickly. Kudos to 

the Meschter Insurance 

Team!  Brian and Judy 

Gro Schwenksville, PA  

1.  Bodily Injury Liability  -  This pays the medical and other expenses of 

those people injured or even killed in accidents you cause. This is re-

quired by most states.  

2.  Property Damage Liability  -  This covers the damage your car causes to property. Usually, that's 

the other car or cars involved in the accident, but it also covers damage you do to any object you 

hit; garages, buildings, lampposts, fences, whatever. This is also required in most states.  

3.  Collision  -  This is for damage done to your car when it collides with other vehicles (your fault) or 

other objects (again, your fault).  

4.  Comprehensive  -  This covers damage to your car resulting from something other than a collision 

with another vehicle. For example, damage caused by vandals or a wind -blown tree hitting your 

car. It also includes coverage for theft.  

5.  Medical Payments  -  This pays medical expenses for you as well as members of your family and 

passengers in your car if it is involved in a collision, regardless of who caused the accident. It also 

covers you as a pedestrian if a vehicle hits you.  

6.  Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist  -  This pays for injuries to you and, in some policies, damage 

to your car if you are hit by a driver who doesn't have insurance -  or by someone who doesn't 

have enough insurance to cover your losses. In most states, more than 10% of motorists don't 

have any insurance. In some states, as many as three out of 10 drivers don't have coverage.  

Many of those who do have insurance don't have enough to cover the damages and injuries that 

would result in a major collision. If you don't have this coverage, which is often referred to as UM/

UIM, you are taking a risk. UM/UIM also provides coverage for any injuries you suffer if you are hit 

by a driver with inadequate or no insurance or while walking or riding a bicycle .  

We Get Mail 

Six Distinct Coverages in an Auto Policy 
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What is a Total Loss? 
Our total loss procedures take into consideration our business experience, state laws and regulations, and customer expectations, 

making the process fast and easy. If we declare your vehicle a total loss, our claims representatives will manage this process for you 

and answer any questions you have. In general, we declare your vehicle a total loss when the cost to return the vehicle to                 

pre-accident condition would be as much ð or more ð than the actual cash value of the car. 

Example A    

Your vehicle's actual cash value:  $10,000  

Cost to repair:  $3,000  

Difference:  $7,000  

Example A: No, this would not be a total loss, because the cost to 

repair is less than the vehicle's actual cash value.   

(See example A) 

Example B    

Your vehicle's actual cash value:  $3,000  

Cost to repair:  $4,000  

Difference:  $1,000  

Example B: Yes, this would be a total loss, because the cost to repair is 
greater than the vehicle's actual cash value. We may also declare your 
vehicle a total loss when the repair cost, plus the salvage value (money 
we would recoup when selling your vehicle through a licensed salvage 
vendor) exceeds the vehicle's  actual cash value, or if state regulations 
warrant it. (What is salvage?). 

Example C: Yes, this would be a total loss because the cost to repair 
the vehicle to pre-loss condition, when added to the salvage value, is 
more than the vehicle's actual cash value. We would also declare your 
vehicle a total loss if it could not safely or physically be repaired to its 
pre-accident condition. If your car is declared a total loss, we won't 
pay to repair it. Instead, we'll make a payment for the actual cash value 
of the vehicle. Depending on the individual situation, payment for the 
vehicle will be made to the owner, the lien holder (s), or both. We will 
then sell your vehicle as salvage through a licensed salvage dealer. 

Example C    

Your vehicle's actual cash value:  $7,000  

Cost to repair to pre - loss               
condition  :  $6,800  

Salvage value :  $700  

Cost to repair + salvage value:  $7,500  

Coverage concerns: Sewer backup endorsement 
removes a homeowners policy problem 

Backup of sewer and drainséWill your homeowners             

insurance cover this? Homeowners policies, in general,     

contain a basic exclusion for 

"é.water which backs up 

through sewers or drains...."  

Policies issued by many compa-

nies, including those drafted by 

the Insurance Services Office for 

use by member and subscriber 

companies, add the following 

phrase to the exclusion: "....or 

which overflows from a sump." 

It's true. The backup of sewer 

and drains as well as the failure of a sump pump is excluded. The 

damage you sustain from either of these problems will not be 

covered and you'll be responsible to pay for the loss and the clean 

up. If you have a finished basement, or use your basement area 

for storage, you shouldn't go without this coverage endorsement.  

Heavy rains can trigger a backup. A storm sewer or sanitary 

sewer backs up into your home and usually comes in through a 

sump well, washtubs in the basement, or toilets in the basement. 

However, the damage can happen anywhere in the house. Sump 

pump failures normally occur from power outages or motor                   

failures. Sump pumps run on electricity and during a bad storm many 

times the power goes out. Thatôs when you need the sump pump the 

most, to pump the heavy water from the rain out of the basement. 

The damage can be quite costly. Normally damage occurs in the 

basement, which houses the mechanical systems of the house 

such as: washer and dryer, furnace, hot water tank and the          

numerous items people store there. Water or sewage usually     

destroys anything it comes in contact with. For the thousands of 

dollars in damage, it would be well worth purchasing the additional 

coverage with your homeowner's policy to cover such an event. 

Be sure to ask your agent about this coverage to make sure you 

already have it on your policy or to purchase it. This coverage 

can often be purchased as an endorsement on its own, or with an         

endorsement that will expand/increase other coverages on the 

policy. Well worth the peace of mind. The key is to ask your 

agent or company what your best option is. 

Water back up most often occurs in the basement and can dam-

age heating systems, water tanks. Basements that are used as 

laundry areas, for seasonal storage or are finished and used as 

additional  living space put even more property at risk from this 

cause of loss.   

Most homeowner policies do not provide coverage for water back 

up loss but the protection can be added, usually for as little as 

$35 a year.  

http://www.progressive.com/claims/total-loss.aspx#salvage


 We are Known By the                
Company We Keep! 

1415 S. Collegeville Road 
Collegeville, PA 19426 

Meschter Insurance Group 
Return Service Requested  

Do you have a friend or family member who would benefit from our services (home, auto or business insurance)? Every time you refer someone to our 

office for a FREE, no -obligation comparison  quote  on their home, auto or business insurance, we will automatically  enter your name into our December 2009 

ñTell Others About Usò Referral Draw for a NEW 42" Flat Screen Plasma Television  (this is the 2nd year we will be giving away a television). YOUR 

name will also be automatically entered into our MONTHLY "tell others about us" referral draw for a $50.00 Gas Card . Our 2008 winner, Betty Rowden, 

is enjoying her new TV. Remember there is NO limit to the number of people you can refer or the number of times you can be entered to win.  Multiple 

referrals means MULTIPLE chances for YOU to win.  Have your friends and family contact us TODAY for their FREE, no -obligation comparison quoteé 

CALL 610-489-6800 NOW FAX Quotes: 610-489-5535                                
Meschter Insurance Protection Team 1415 S. Collegeville Road, Collegeville, PA 19426                             

Weekdays: Mon-Thu 9-5, Fri 9-4     21 Hour Website: www.MeschterInsurance.com 

Here we are presenting the new TV to Betty Rowden of Collegeville 

Weõre Making a List and Checking it Twice! 

Your Protection and Peace of Mind Is Our Only Business 

Thank you for your business  

AND referrals to our office 

"At Meschter Insurance We Are Always  In The Mood For Referrals..."  

Tell Others About Us And YOU Could Win A FREE $50.00 

Gas Card And A NEW 42" Plasma BIG Screen TV! 

Before we pick the winner of            

the 42ô Plasma TV we want to             

make sure we didn't miss anyone.  

Inside is a list of names of those 

who, in 2009, referred family, 

friends and co - workers, to our  

office for a quote on their auto, 

home, life or business insurance.  

Check the list to see if your      

name is on it, if it is not we             

apologize.  

Call us so we can correct it.  


